. http://www.morethangold.org.uk/your-church/visiontour/.

FOR A NEW YEAR? Multi faith calendar

A new multi faith online calendar is available from Multifaiths to coincide with The Equality Act 2010 coming into force this year. Multifaiths describes its calendar as a one stop resource for culture diversity in one digital online ebook, containing up-to-date information about events and festivals of all the major faiths, including their meaning and importance.

More information can be obtained from their website, which has free as well as paid membership content.  http://www.multifaiths.com/
DM take on current state of play

Government policy continues to flow with many initiatives around Big Society, private philanthropy, regional growth, localisation and private enterprise to the extent of demanding transfer of public assets deemed to be underutilised and take over of services by public or private employees (eg in the post office)

Plates are spinning and arguments are raging with more researched critiques on the Big Society concept now in view as well as the anti-cut and anti free market growth lobbies.  The question as to whether the Big Society is a policy or a smokescreen continues but Coalition Commitment and policy implementation is becoming more coherent
VCS and Faith are also spread across a spectrum from espousing the BS or saying we have always been just that, to strong criticism of all the cost cutting and walking away activities of government especially in the more extreme local examples.  

Social Enterprise is still heralded as a  part of the solution but the SE infrastructure groups of 2 years ago are surprisingly silent.

Some steady regrouping of 3rd sector around possible new or reformed sources of funding are also building but new private or institutional funds will be essential if these approaches are o yield more than crumbs.

EMCF approach is to encourage and offer support to sub-regional groups and wannabees to try to bring them up to speed quickly and be wise.  Nottingham, Leicester and (a step behind) Lincoln have good communciatiosn and partnerships. Derby remains relatively chaotic and at risk and Northamptonshire does not even have complete LEP coverage so is a high risk area.

Banking reform, regional growth funds and bonfires of quangos remain suspect and less developed although topdasy retun of Tarzan (Michael Heseltine) could change that quite quickly if he’s still got the wit for it.
Churches are alert and many see a real challenges and roles but may not be ready for the avalanche of cries for help from April.  Many infrastructure groups will the implode and many more local groups will seek any point in a storm.  We need to be strategic and be clear as individual groups and churches as to the balance between sacrificial service, evangelistic enterprise and self –preservation.  Open door minimal commitment policies may be wisest initially if            the process of shake-out is to be managed.

Alongside theis the building of effective relationships with Local authorities, Health agencies and if possible LEPs will ensure that churches and Faith Communities are able to offer real leadership…………but must be very equality aware to avoid backlashes from agnostic, civil rights and opposing value groups.

On a very positive note there is no doubt that Faith Communities are receiving a great deal of attention and the impact of Nativity and also KJV 400 years are all making faith a talking point – no longer on the back foot v-a-v other religions or seen as totally in opposition to them.  W have no reason to apologise and every opportunty to be prophetic as long as we humbly share responsibility for the state we are in!

Social Impact Bond Pilot launched by Government 
Social Finance will be running a pilot at HMP Peterborough . The scheme invites investment from non-governmental sources, who receive a return on their investment from the Ministry of Justice if targets on reducing re-offending are met. 

Choosing the best way to demonstrate social value - help is on its way!
Voluntary Organisations Network North East (VONNE) has come together with Newcastle University and other partners to raise awareness of how to show social value , and develop a tool to help VCS organisations decide which is the best technique for them to use. The work is ongoing throughout 2010. 

BigSociety
One East Midlands publishes Our Big Society papers 

One East Midlands has published a series of 10 papers, entitled Our Big Society, which consider the role that voluntary and community sector organisations play in delivering the Big Society and its principles. The papers were presented to MP Nick Hurd during his visit to Leicester on 25 November.

Posted: 25 November 2010
Read the full article on our website here             especially Faith Pages with which we were involved and has a good case study
Your Square Mile pilots scheduled
Fifteen pilot versions of Your Square Mile, a flagship project of the Big Society Network, are expected to run between January and June next year.
Posted: 23 November 2010
Read the full article on our website here
Commission on Big Society panel launched
The chief executives body Acevo has launched a high-powered committee to scrutinise the government's big society agenda and advise charities on how they can play a part in it. The Commission on Big Society will meet every three weeks, starting in January, and plans to produce a report in the spring.
Posted: 07 December 2010
Read the full article on our website here
Labour to form panel of MPs to cover big society policy
The Labour Party is setting up a voluntary sector policy group of MPs, starting early next year, to play an important role in its party-wide policy review and attempt to win back the Big Society agenda from the government.
Posted: 30 November 2010
Read the full article on our website here
Big Society Bank to open in ‘second half of 2011' 
Minister for Civil Society, Nick Hurd, has announced that the Big Society Bank will not open for business until the second half of 2011, despite the Cabinet Office structural reform plan stating a start date of April 2011. 

Government in talks over bank support for Big Society
News has emerged of secret talks between the government and the high street banks to seek support for the Big Society bank, in return for commitments to lighter future regulation. Urban Forum's chief executive, Toby Blume, gives his take on the news. 

Cameron sets out role for big business in the Big Society
The Prime Minister has set out how the private sector can contribute to the government's big society agenda. In a speech to Business in the Community, Cameron said he wanted companies to sign up be more socially responsible and support community action.
The Prime Minister's Big Society advisor, Lord Wei, offered his thoughts on this on his blog. 

Cabinet Office sets up Big Society section on its website
The Cabinet Office has set up a specific Big Society section of its website with who's who, Frequently Asked Questions, news, links and resources.
And Urban Forum has its own Big Society policy page too. 

Cabinet Office publishes ‘Giving Green Paper'
The Cabinet Office has published the Giving Green Paper, which proposes a new role for government as a facilitator of giving. Included in the proposals is a £50 million Community First Fund to invest in local savings schemes that pay out small grants in deprived areas The Green Paper aims to start a national debate on our society's attitudes to giving is open to consultation until 9th March 2011. 

Localisation of budgets and  funding

Nine pilot areas named for Your Local Budget programme
Charities, community groups and local residents will be given control over parts of local authority budgets in nine local areas, including Manton Community Alliance, Nottinghamshire, under a pilot scheme run by the Big Society Network and the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts.
Posted: 24 November 2010
Read the full article on our website here
Big Lottery Fund chooses consortium to lead Big Local Fund
The Big Lottery Fund has chosen a consortium led by the Community Development Foundation as the preferred candidate to lead the Big Local Trust, a £200m local investment programme.
Posted: 22 November 2010
Read the full article on our website here
Big Lottery Fund to administer £100m Transition Fund
The Office for Civil Society has announced that the government’s new £100m Transition Fund will open for applications at the end of November and be administered by the Big Lottery Fund.
Posted: 08 November 2010
Read the full article on our website here
Localism Bill to allow sector to challenge public service delivery
Voluntary and community groups and social enterprises will be given the right to challenge councils to let them deliver public services under plans in the Localism Bill, which was introduced to Parliament on Monday 13 December.
Posted: 15 December 2010
Read the full article on our website here
Funds for volunteering announced in Green Paper on Giving
The government has unveiled two new volunteering initiatives and announced that a total of £80millon will be allocated to the Community First programme, first announced by ministers in June 2010, in their Green Paper on Giving, published on Wednesday 29 December.

Posted: 04 January 2011
Read the full article on our website here
Local Enterprise Partnerships
	Local enterprise partnership proposals published

	
Following the closing date for submitting local enterprise partnership proposals the Government confirmed that it has received 56 proposals from across the country, including five from the East Midlands. 

Over the coming weeks Government ministers will consider the proposals in detail, looking at how they will support economic growth, before providing feedback to partnerships ahead of the publication of the White Paper on sub-national economic growth and the introduction of the Localism Bill.

Local enterprise partnerships can rewrite the economic geography of the country, unconstrained by arbitrary boundaries of Regional Development Agencies and the top-down prescription approach taken previously. Proposals include partnerships that cut across existing regional boundaries and include universities or community groups among them.

The five local economic partnership proposals from the region included: 

· Greater Lincolnshire

· Leicester and Leicestershire

· Northamptonshire

· Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, Derby and Derbyshire

· South East Midlands

Two of the three distinct cross boundary working arrangements received also covered parts of the region, including: 

· Peak District

· West Leicestershire and Northern Warwickshire

Monday 6 September was also the closing date for the consultation on the Regional Growth Fund. Announced in the Budget, the £1 billion fund will provide support for projects that offer significant potential for sustainable economic growth and can create new private sector jobs. 

The two-year fund will particularly help areas that have been traditionally reliant on the public sector make the transition to private sector growth and prosperity. Proposals for funding will be sought from private organisations and public-private partnerships, and local enterprise partnerships will have a key role to play in coordinating bids across areas and communities. 

Around 350 responses to the consultation were received from organisations including trade associations, business groups, local authorities, universities and environmental bodies, setting out their views on how the Fund can be designed to best meet the needs of local areas and communities. The Government’s response to those views and further criteria for funding proposals will be set out in the forthcoming White Paper. 

	Church and Community Fund encourages community engagement

	
The Church and Community Fund (CCF) encourages the church to engage with local communities by funding effective and innovative community outreach projects, awarding grants to community projects run by local churches or other organisations who are working in close partnership with the Church of England.

In 2009, CCF gave away around £500,000 to projects that sought to better equip the church to connect with their neighbourhood and beyond. 

Types of projects supported included: 

· Salary costs for youth, children’s and community workers

Running costs for homeless centres

· Conversion of church buildings to enable use by the wider community Funding towards street outreach 

· Other socially engaging initiatives.

For more information visit www.ccfund.org.uk, telephone 020 7898 1541 or write to The Church and Community Fund, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3AZ.


Asset Transfer and the right to buy
. Community Matters has developed a new approach to meet the growing need for guidance, support and advice in Asset Management aimed at local infrastructure organisations, development workers, funding advisors and Community Anchors, supported by a publication that will address the diversity of legal and technical aspects that asset management presents. the principle objective is to increase the provision and standard of support to frontline organisations involved in managing community buildings and other community assets. For full details of this training event England, please contact: David McDaid (Consultancy & Training Manager) on david.mcdaid@communitymatters.org.uk or  020 7837 7887

Community asset transfer 'essential' to Big Society, says think-tank
ResPublica and Development Trusts Association, in association with NESTA, have published "To Buy, To Bid, To Build: Community Rights for an Asset Owning Democracy". The pamphlet identifies 10 strategies for community groups to work together to purchase government-owned assets. 

ALTERNATIVE VIEWs on Big Soc:

Common Wealth Network launched. A group of Christians in public life, including ministers and theologians, have launched a new network to oppose government cuts in public spending and welfare provision. They criticise the Coalition's 'Big Society' rhetoric as vacuous and misleading. The Common Wealth initiative says targeting the poorest in society is un-Christian and warns against churches being co-opted into plugging damaging gaps in social provision. The group's founding document –endorsed by a professor of theology, Anglican and Methodist clergy, a Cambridge academic and a religious think-tank, among others - provides a radical theological critique of government policies and the social and economic order they seek to maintain. 

Christian responses to Big Society

A group of Christians in public life, including ministers and theologians, has launched a new network to oppose government cuts in public spending and welfare provision. They criticize the Coalition's 'Big Society' rhetoric as vacuous and misleading.  The Common Wealth initiative says targeting the poorest in society is un-Christian and warns against churches being co-opted into plugging damaging gaps in social provision.  The group's founding document - endorsed by a professor of theology, Anglican and Methodist clergy, a Cambridge academic and a religious think-tank, among others - provides a radical theological critique of government policies and the social and economic order they seek to maintain. 

Steven Shakespeare, an Anglican priest and lecturer in philosophy at Liverpool Hope University, explained: "This is not the time for the churches to be cozying up to government. That would be a failure of nerve, imagination and faith. We need to be saying loud and clear that we are part of the resistance. We don't accept that the market is God." 

The group says: "Christians in Britain today are called to take a stand. Faced with the biggest cuts to public spending for over a generation, it is not enough to retreat into the private ghetto of religious consolation.  We are convinced that the actions of the current government are an unjustified attack on the poor. The rhetoric of necessary austerity and virtuous belt-tightening conceals a grim reality: the victimization of people at the margins of society and the corrosion of community. Meanwhile, the false worship of markets continues unchecked and the immorality of the growing gap between rich and poor goes unquestioned.  We call on the churches to resist the cuts and stand in solidarity with those targeted," it declares. "We urge them to join the forces fighting back against a distorted ideology... [and] we commit ourselves not to give in to despair, fear and fatalism. Another world is possible, the world announced by Jesus in his teachings, embodied in the love he took to the cross, and alive in the Spirit of his risen strength."

Common Wealth says that churches should not be deceived by claims that the government is sympathetic to Christian ideals. The network describes David Cameron's 'Big Society', in which the state passes the buck to individuals, entrepreneurs, charities, and faith groups, as "a Big Lie".  The 'Big Society' masks injustice, suffocating dissent with phoney "we're all in it together" sound bites, Common Wealth says. "It is divide-and-rule dressed up as high-minded community spirit." 

The Common Wealth statement recognizes that, on the ground, churches and ministers are faced with difficult choices about working within the current system to get necessary resources to the most vulnerable. But it says that pragmatic decisions "should always be guided - and often limited - by a fundamental critique of the present order" based on a vision of a different society "revealed in the Church's sacraments and other symbols of transformation."  Simon Barrow, co-director of the religion and society think-tank Ekklesia, said: "The idea that there is no alternative to cuts that hit the poorest is being seen by Christians as economically false, morally wrong and spiritually bankrupt."
Regional representatives from the West Midlands Region Churches Forum met on 2 November to consider the implications of the October Government Spending Review and the Big Society agenda for Christian mission in the region. They acknowledged two responses to the recent Government initiatives:

1) to develop a prophetic critique of the Big Society and the current economic climate

2) to recognise the opportunities for Christian mission afforded by the Government’s focus on local communities.

Whilst acknowledging the need to develop a prophetic critique, the Forum concentrated reflection on the opportunities for Christian mission offered by the renewed emphasis on the concept of empowering local communities. Their discussion was not an uncritical endorsement of ‘Big Society’ policy, but rather a recognition that the concept of empowering local communities has for many decades informed Christian action. One representative felt that a Christian perspective should be more about ‘reclaiming’ community than ‘growing’ it as described within the Big Society.

There was a general consensus about a need to guard against responding to ‘Big Society’ as the latest fad from ‘above’, especially in relation to any injustices that require people of faith to speak out. It was considered important that we ensure there are people taking responsibility to seek out those who fall through the social support net. This highlighted the importance of organisations such as Church Action on Poverty.
Minority Ethnic Christian Affairs (MECA) hosted the inaugural meeting of the ‘Big Society Forum’ on Thursday 9 December at the London offices of Churches Together in England.  The Forum was attended by representatives of Black-led Churches and Minority Ethnic communities in England.  Guest speaker was Mr Rudi Page, CEO, of international development agency RAFFA and member of the Cinnamon Network, a group of executives from Christian organisations involved in community services development and delivery.  The Cinnamon Network recently carried out research that showed that Churches are delivering an estimated 72 million hours of volunteering for social initiatives at over £250 millions of direct funding per annum. 

MECA Executive Secretary, Bishop Dr Joe Aldred said, ‘Faith communities in general and Black-led churches and Minority Ethnic Christian communities in particular do ‘Big Society’ as a way of life.  Social responsibility has long been a core Christian virtue.  And it is vitally important that as the government encourages local communities to take on more responsibility that minority communities are able to critique the new proposals and collaborate where possible, but always in the interest of the poor, disadvantaged, marginalised and what the bible calls ‘the least of these’”. 

The Big Society Forum will meet three times during 2011 in order to raise awareness and promote understanding about the government’s flagship Big Society programme with a particular remit to encourage approaches that reduce inequalities in public and community services. Senior political, civic and religious leaders will be invited to hear from a diverse range of independent and national Black-led Churches and Minority Ethnic Christian communities. 

Rudi Page, said "The Big Society Forum has been invited to contribute to a Community Leadership & Empowerment survey that will highlight and measure the impact of Black-Led Churches which through social action are inspiring peaceful, caring and enterprising neighbourhoods".

Public Issues Conference January 2011

Update - registration for the conference closed on 17 Dec 2010. Please click here if you wish to be added to the waiting list. 

Will Hutton will be addressing a free conference hosted by the Methodist Church, United Reformed Church and Baptist Union of Great Britain on the 22nd of January 2011.
The conference - entitled Poverty of Ambition? Churches and a Politics of Hope - will look at how churches can engage with contemporary political issues. 

There will be a range of workshops aimed at experienced policy professionals, enthusiasts and people who simply want to know more.
A major theme of the conference willl be how churches can respond to the cuts announced in the Comprehensive Spending Review and how this relates to the concept of the 'Big Society'.

The venue is Carr's Lane Church Centre, Birmingham.

For more details about the day's events, click here. 

Community Infrastructure Levy  ( development from S106 gain mechanisms) for public planning gain: This document sets out the purpose of the Community Infrastructure Levy and how it is intended to operate. This replaces the previous Community Infrastructure Levy: An overview published on 25 March 2010. The Community Infrastructure Levy: An overview       PDF, 95 kb , 17 pages

Regional Growth Fund

During a regional tour to the North West today, the Prime Minister and Lord Heseltine announced plans to boost growth in all regions of the country. 

Meeting members of the Liverpool City Region Shadow Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP), the Prime Minister announced he was commissioning Tesco Chief Executive Sir Terry Leahy, a member of the Shadow LEP, Lord Heseltine and other Shadow Board members to produce a regional economic plan that will stimulate growth in Liverpool. 

A national LEP summit on growth and competitiveness in the Spring will bring together LEP Chairs from across the country to prioritise action to stimulate growth at a regional level. This will be supported by additional money, to help LEPs understand the real issues facing local businesses, from a LEP Capacity Fund.

During the visit to the North West, the Prime Minister and Lord Heseltine visited Wirral Waters a site of economic redevelopment and attended a Regional Growth Fund roadshow, part of a series across the country to encourage local businesses and entrepreneurs to bid for money from the Government’s flagship £1.4bn Regional Growth Fund.

/www.redp.org.uk
[image: image1][image: image2]
