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FareShare - redistributing good food to those in need
In the current economic climate, people on the margins of society are often hit the hardest. The basic necessities of life, such as where the next meal is coming from, become a major issue for them. Did you know that: -

· 4 million people in the UK cannot afford a healthy diet

· The cost of basic food items increases by more than inflation each month

· 1/3rd of all waste going to landfill is from the food sector (approx.17m tonnes p.a.)

FareShare is a national charity (www.fareshare.org.uk) working to relieve food poverty by providing quality surplus food from the food industry, to over 550 community organisations working with disadvantaged people.

FareShare Leicester started on 1st July 2008. It is the only local delivery partner in the East Midlands and helps to feed about 2000 people in Leicestershire. Food is distributed to community  support groups that meet the FareShare criteria, regardless of religious or other affiliation, to help feed people who are: -

· on low or no wage, especially where children or young people are at risk

· asylum seekers, failed asylum seekers, refugees, 
· homeless, or vulnerably housed

· vulnerable elderly 
· at risk due to mental health problems, learning difficulties, or HIV/AIDS

· women and children affected by domestic violence

· street workers in the sex industry

N.B FareShare only supplies food to accredited member groups, NOT to individuals.
Presently FareShare Leicester only operates one day a week. We aim to set up a full FareShare Depot in Leicester, operating five days a week, with our own premises, serving the City, County and the wider East Midlands. As part of our Business Planning for that development, we would like to identify projects in surrounding dioceses that would be interested in applying to receive food from FareShare to support their work.
Potential member groups would: -

1. Be serving meals or supplying food parcels to individuals in, or at serious risk of, food poverty.

2. Have access to transport and be able to collect food from Leicester; either operating individually or collaboratively with other groups in a locality.

The food is supplied free but there is an annual fee payable by member groups, which helps to fund the operating activities of FareShare Leicester.

Should you wish to find out more, or expressing an interest, please look at the FareShare national website – www.fareshare.org.uk – and then write, email or call.

For further information, contact John Willetts, Project Director, FareShare Leicester – tel.  07867 527 063 email js.willetts@btinternet.com 
Email: fareshare.leicester@leccofe.org.uk            
Phone: 07863 763 647
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